THE Rick WASHBROOK
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a u|1||'-|-irq. at the age of 12, Somenne
suggested that | should pick up a guitar
which wa siming idle nearhy,” ponedered
the accomplished guiariss, Linke did
Rick Washbrook know ar the tme
thar playing guirar would rum our
to b his lifes calling.

known simply as Wishhrook

now, Rick's alder brothers Donald
and Johnny both starned on CBC
radio an Torontoe dumineg the mid-1930k%
The carly sucoess af his beothers wa
guided primarily by his mother Dorothy
who championed the carcers of her talented
wing, which would inchede Rick years laner.
|-.-||||||:. went o Mew Yook where his caiscer Mounshed
and ulomately led o a call from producers in
Hollywood and a swaering role in the popular

tebevision show "My Friend Flicka
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Ricks father Bert loaded up the family Buick and with Donny and
another brother, Michael, in ow they ser our w join Dorothy and
Johnny in California. Mot surprisingly. given their raw tlent and
.iPFt,'.il. thie brother's careers continued o prosper. _]n|1|1||].' WenE Ty 1o
appesr in numerows popular television shows including: *My Theee
Sans’, ‘Perry Mason', ‘Lassic’, "Wagon Train' and many other hiws,
A few years larer Rick Washbrook was bom in Californis's
San Fernando Valley and his story began amidst the enormous suceess
that surrounded him.

The abdest brather Danald appeared regularly as the grocery ey an
the hit series ‘Perticoar Junction” and everything seemed 1o be going
in favour of the Wishhrook rlmil_!.'. Ar the |"|1.."ig|'|l! af his heother's
carcers Rick remembers visits to their family home by celebrities which
inchided the l-:lmil].' af amother, then child st RJ.HM].' M Dawall,

The Washbrook's continued o reside in California uneil Rick's
brothers ourgrew their child acting rales, Johny et New York
and began acting in live theatre, while Donny pursued other intenss,

Rick’s journey began in 1971 when he discovered thar firsside guitar
and the magic feclings thar ignited his passion for playing. Rick said
his L1|'lj." ACtemprs at '-l.'r'tring concerned has Father who was convinced
young Rick’s creativity was ‘not normal’, His mother Diorothy however
was sure Rick’s creativity was just that. By 1975 Rick was living in
Ontario and anending high school in Aurora where he discovered the

et by gornat brpdon

genius of begendary jazz guitanst Lenny Breau. Ar this time in Ricks
life I was p|'.|.].'i|'|g |I'||:|:|.l|].I bl

Diana Stone, a frend of Rick’s. recalls Rick’s own 1.'.::r|].' al'ri|i|!‘l.' Lix
captivate [seeners. Rick liked o visit the Music Shoppe in Thormhill
and “kids would gather around to hear him play”. He confirmed thar
Rick’s playing was amazing even at that paint. He cites the following
I'llll'l"ll.'lul.'l.'lll! IIH:IIAI:"I I

The vwner, Paul Sl.n.w.'ll,}' said, "if}luu W I..'igl]ll..l.‘l:'l | coald el vt
i j|.1|'l as a teacher here™ Rick, who was 16 at the ame, said, “] am 18°
and starred teaching shordy thereafer, °1 still remember the look on
Pauls face when we cebebrared Ricks 18ch birchday!”

After studying at the Royal Conservatory of Music and then learning
the Recording Engincering rrade ar Fanshawe College in London.
Ontario, Rick venmured West, He accepred odd jobs o eam money so
he could wavel the Alasks Highu‘a}'. He pll.]ml:l glgs at roadhouses
aboneg the way, whilst laming the ropes of playing profesionally.

Rick’s singing, which began in St Michacls Choir while sill in
California, started 10 mesh with both his songwriting and guitar playing,
By 1986 Rick had achieved sucoess of his own, with the release of his
debut album “Summer Roads’. One song, 1 Don't Believe” charred
Tn:l-p 10 in Canada while three ather si:ng}:d Frovm the same album went
as high as 18 on Canadian charrs, Rick's debur album was followed by
a sering of playing engagements at clubs, fairs, and corporate events.
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Sadly, Rick's luck mrned in 1990 with the passing of his father Berr
amd m||:|' ane year laner the death of his mother [:h.lll.l[ll:r‘.

With his ErCatesl SUpPOrters e Rick's '.|:-iriI!uI| COMACIENCE
gained greaser importance in his life as be struggled with his grief.
Hie |..1|1L'rg-|.:-|| determined w mase his skill levd and studied the music
of ALY influences more than ever. His n.-.1|1i:wril':||]-_'; hir 2 new |1|g|1
when ‘Rescued By The Arms Of Love’, a song he co-wrone with Wayne
Parker and Allan Frew of Glass Tng.'r fode 1o #3 on the Billboard
Chares n 1992, Iy =|:||.|1.::n:d Rick Washbrook had arrived,

Ar this point in Rick’s life, his country-hlues-swing-rockabilly
pil:l;hq-_'.s. 1ok .*.l:lrlh:!llling of a hacksear 1o his |L1|1[-_||.'.Ll|||]i||-_u. inberse
in jarz. He contn weel to work hard ar ;m'n.'inl_r. his eraft, all the while
playing in such romanric locales as Tahid, Costa Rica, and Swimerland.
Rick's FL'I'H:IHII[ Fist pl::.'in]-_', wis acoclerated I.'I:.' his ni”ingnl:u: to bearn
frim other talented musicians, A student of Bob Erlendson, who 2l
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taught Lenny Brean, Rick was commimed rorally o his craft. He paid
a high personal price for thar commiment, suffering many of the
personal hardships arvists frequently experience. More personal blows
came when his brothers Michasd and Donald died in 1997 and
1998 respectively. To say it has been a long, hard road would not be
an exaggeration in describing Rick's joumey.

Since 1999, Rick's music has marured grearly and his valenes in all
facers of his craft are emerging into his own unique style. Rick beams
with delight and pride in speaking abour his last release *A Gypay's
Bed'—a rribure o Lenny Breaw od.

Thar release has broughr on a whole new round of sccolades from
notable musicians including Don Thompson, Ed Bickermr, Liona Boyd.
and more recently Randy Bachman who said, “His understanding of
Lenmy's vechnique is astounding,”

If you are nor familiar with Lenny Breau, his genius is recognized
world-wide by many accomplished musicians. Ir is legendary and
influennal because Lenny had the abiliny to creare a sound sensation thar
et Estener’s puzled ar how he could play whar seemed like three guitars
samultaneously. Rick exudes 2 similar abiling. His current seaches/mentor
Bob Erlendson, wheo discovered and abso caughe Lenny Breau, commenied.
“Rick’s been doang it his own way, which is very admirable.”

Rick's puirar snyling is as infecrious as his smile. He exudes a
genuinge respoct for others. Wayne Parker said, “IF he (Rick) lived in
Chicagn or St. Louts, New Orleans, New York or L. A. held have been
discovered §EArS 3y, and all |axz Fams would know him,” These words
of praise suggest Moe Koffman was rght when he commenred, *Rick
Washhrook has whar it rakes to go m the wop.” Ar the rime of writing
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chotograph by roger carlen, 1986
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ABByriy maria baicock, 1993




